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5 sSAI M evi. I. 21, 22, , =, 
Verſe 1. O give thanks unto the Lord, for bt I 
good; for his mercy. endureth for ever, © 
21, They forgat God their Saviour, who had dint 
great things in Egypt : | „ 

22. Wandrous works in the land of Ham, and ter- 
rible things by the red ſea. Wee 
23. Therefore he ſaid that he would deſirey thim.== 


T is now paſt nine years fince we were engaged 

in- a war with Spain, and five years ſince the war 

was with France and Spain together; and for a- 
bout nine months of that time of our being at war 
with Spain and France together, there was a daring 
rebellion againſt a proteſtant king, and in favours ot 
a popiſh pretender, carried on in the midſt of us: als 
though, after many diſtreſſes from the rebels, ank 
divers threatning appearances in their ttempt aud | 
ſucceſs, a gracious God gave to them a final defeat, 
and tho' by the ſucceſs of our arms at ſea our;e \& 
mies were greatly reduced, yet at land did they car- 
ry all before them, to the effuſion of much blood, 
and the endangering the ſtate of the united proteſt- 
ant provinces ; then, even then, when our enemies 
were bcaſting, as Exod. 15.9. We will purſue, we will _ 
overtake, ave Will divide the ſpoil, our luſt ſhall be ſatisfi- 
ed on them, we vill draw the ſcwordi dur hand ſpall de. 
ftroy them; the Lord, by famine, diſtreſs and miſery 
in the heart of France, reduced our potent and pre- 
vailing enemies to liſten to motions of peace, and ves 


ry unexpectedly was the devouring ſword put up in _ : 


its ſcabbard, at leaſt, for a ſeaſon, God only knows . 
how long. ; ä +> LN I 
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How much any party . loſt or gained by the 

war, or what peculiar benefits any of them have got 
by the peace, is not my preſent buſineſs to enquire, 
unleſs it be paſſingly to remark, that in all the re- 
cords of time, there are few more noticeable inftan- 
ces of people or nations ſpending their blood and trea- 
ſure to leſs purpoſe than hath been done by the par- 
ties engaged in this war; which ſheweth, that in the 


righteous judgment of God, they have been ſtirred 


vp to butcher and ruin one another, till he commands 


a ſtop, who ſits upon the floods, and ſays to the rag- 


ing ſea, Huber ſhalt thor come, and here ſhall thy proud 


<vaves be ftayed, Job xxxvili. 11, 


The 3 of this day 1s to give thanks unto the 
Lord who hath brought forth peace, and hath extri- 


"cate us from an expenſive and threatning, yea, let me 
add, unſucceſsful war: confidering what we deſerve, 


ard vet, how favourably the Lord deals with us, 
great reaſon have we to ſtir up one another to give 
thanks unto the Lord, «who is god, whoſe mercy endure 
7b or ever ; and to acknowledge that it is of the Lord's 
inercy that eve are nct conſumed, that it is becauſe his 

ecmpaſſiens fail not, Lam. iii. 22. 3 
Tze pfalmiſt, in reviewing the great things the 
Lord had done to the houfe of V/rael, the mercies he 
ad beſtowed on them, the deliverances he had 


wrought for them, excites himſelf and others to this 


great duty of n ſhe wing, that if it had 
not been for God's never-failing goodneſs and mer- 
ys ſuch a guilty and ingrate people had not been in 


duch favourable circumſfances: but alas! tho' in the 
Time of deliverance they appeared to be thankful, 


* they ſeon fergat God their Savicur, who had done great 
things in Feypt, <vordrcus works in the land of Ham, and 
terrible things by the red ſea, which provoked the 
Lord, after all he had done for them to ſay, that he 
evorrld deftroy them. | 


Promi theſe words, and in a ſuitableneſs to the pre- 


Tent event of providence, when for a little ſpace, grace 


bath been ſhoxwed us from the Lord, and we are allowed _ 


to eſcape, Ezra ix. S. I parpoſe to explain and improve 
a little upon the follow ing heads. — 0 
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gifts beſtocred on us, thanks may be given an . our behalf. 
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I. That thankſgiving is a duty, wherein W 
ſhould be much exerciſed ; * - 3 
II. That in God's providerice rightly-gonft+ 
dered, we ſhall in the worſt of times ind much 
more reaſon to give thanks, than complain— 
III. That a heart deeply affected with Gad's 
providence will take all occaſious of giving 
thanks unto the Lord. 3 25 


£ + * — ” a" 4 R a 4 eo * 2 2 2 ' 

g ; E . * * . a . . a 4 , 
IV. That mercies and deliverances, perſanal 
WW. | Wh +. 5 1 


or national, publick or private, if neglected, 


ſlighted, or not duly improven, are forerume tes fi 


%S _— 1 
— 


of heavy ſtrokes. 3 
The foundation of theſe doctrinal heads, in the : 


words of the text, may be obvious to every one. 


The firſt doctrinal head is to ſhew, That tharikſs 
giving is a duty wherein we ſhould be much enen 
ciſed, O give thanks unto the Lord. How often are 
theſe words in David 's mouth, and how much in the 
hearts and mouths of all the ſaints, who are abfer» 
vant of the Lord's goodneſs and mercy ? - -. 


15 
Upon this general head. 1. I am to offer a ſen- 


tencè or two upon the nature of thankſgiving. 2. 


Shew for what we are to be thankful. 3. Ho b 


duty of thankſgiving is to be performed. 4. Sliemy 4 


what benefit ariſeth from this dux. 
I. I am briefly to offer a ſentence: or two upon 
the nature of thankſgiving, wWhereupon let us obſerve, 
That our thankſgiving to God is à ſenſible ac 
know ledgement of favours received, or an expreſſi- 
on of our ſenſe of them, by word or work, wherein 
let us notice, : 3 N e 
1. That the object of our thankſgiving, is Gol 
manifeſting himſelf to us in his works, as beneficial 
to us, or as beneficial and good to thoſe we are re- 
lated to, in whoſe good or ill, we are concerned. 
2 . perſons or magiſtrates, 1 Tim. ii. I. 2. 4 
exhort that ſupplications and giving thanks: for all men, 
Oc. for kings, &#c. paſtors of the A 1. 11. 
You alſo helping together by prayer far us, that for ib 
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Or our kindred according to the fleſh, or for ſome 
bond of chriſtian duty, Rom. xii. 15. Rejoice with 
them that rejoice. In a word, all things, publick or 
rivate, that relate to church or ftate, favourabl 
_—_— on either, or deliverances wrought for ei- 
er. 
2. That thankſgiving is a duty of general uſe, 
wherein the honor of God, and glory of Chrift are 
much concerned, Eph. v. 20. Give thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father, in the name of our 
Lord Feſus Ghrift. 1 Theſſ v. 18. In every thing give 
thanks, for this is the <vill of God in Chriſt Jeſus concern- 


ing you. Which brings me 


2ly. More particularly to ſhow what we are to be 


thankful for. 


1. We are to be thankful to God for creating us, 
and giving us our being, Fſalm c. 3. 4. He is the God 
that made us, and not wwe ourſelves, therefore, we are 
to thank him, and to bleſs his name. His creating us 
was great goodneſs, that he ſhould make us capable 
of knowing and enjoying him, and hath diftivguiſh- 
ed us from the beaſts that periſh. | 


2. We are to be thankful for our common preſer- 


vation, Col. 1. 17. By him all things conſiſt, and he uþ- 


holds all things by the 4vord of his poaber, and a hair of 
our head falls not to the ground without his provi- 


dential care; of him, and through him, and to him are 
all things, to whom all glory is to be aſcribed, Rom. 
11. 36. After that David, in the 104th pſalm, had 
ſuryeyed God's providential care, what uſe makes he 


of it ? ver. 33, 34. J will ſing unto the Lord as long as 


T live ; I will ſing praiſe unto my God while I have 
my being; my meditation of him ſhall be ſcveet; I wi 
be glad in the Lord. | 


3. We are to be thankful for our redemption by 


Chrift ; that when we had deſtroyed our ſelves, he 
appeared for our help, = 13. 9.God laid our help u. 
pon one that is mighty, Pſ. 189. 19. Our ſouls, with 
Mary, Luke 1. and with the angels, Luke 2. 14 foould 


magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God our Saviour with a 


glory to God in the higheſt, that ever peace was proclaim- 
ed earth, and good will to men. i 


1 


D KN. e 


plication and collation of all the bl 


4. We are to be . ful 4 TIDE aps 
ings we have 
through Chriſt, who of God is made unto us, wiſdom 
righteouſneſs, ſancti cation and redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
that when many remain in ignorance of God, have 
not the means of grace, we enjoy them, we hear the 
joy ful ſound ; when many feel not the power of them, 
the Spirit of God hath made them effectual for our 
converſion to God, and for our building up in the 
aith ; when many are in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
bond of iniquity, he hath graciouſly looſed our bonds. 
The pſalmiſt reviewing the particular actings of the 
Lord's grace towards him, P/ 116. breaks forth, v. 
12. with a hat ſhall I render to the Lord for his bene- 
Its? and anſwers with the deepeſt ſenſe of his obli- 
gations, and ſtrong expreſſions of thankſgiving, v. 16. 
O Lord, I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, thou haſt 
laoſed my bonds. | - a5 


5. We are to be thankful for ſpecial interpoſiti- 


ons of providence in our behalf, whether they be 
ſpecial benefits beſtowed on us, proviſions under 


ſtraits, protection againſt dangers, ſupports under 


them, or deliverance from them: whatever plague 


r diftreſs, trouble or temptation, miſery or diſeaſe, 
ickneſs or affliction, care or fear we have laboured 
under, croſs, calamity or diſappointment we have 
met with, how the Lord hath made theſe wor tage- 
ther for our good, Rom. vill. 28. that however much 
Ve have often fretted under his diſpenſations, he 


hath fo interpoſed, and brought our concerns to 


ſuch an iſſue, as to make us aſhamed of our. diſtruſt 
ful thoughts, and unbelieving fears, and to acknow- 


ledge, upon a review of the ways and methods of his 


providence with us, That he hath dealt well ævith us 


according to his word, Hſal. cxix. 65. Very often his 


people have ſweer communion with him in review- 
ing the ways of his providence towards them, in all 


| the ſteps and periods thereof, their hearts are much 
calarged with thankſgiving, when they bring to re- 


membrance the benefits God hath beſtowed on them, 
the mercies they have received, the ſalvation he 


hath wrought fer them, and what protęctions, provi- 


_— — — 


1 Loans, pve ſeivations, and deliverantes they have me 
11 with when they review all theſe chings, rhey: 185 
11 crifice-to. him with the voice of thankigiving, ae- 
| knowledging that their ſalvation is of the Lord; Fonnh 
I} K. 9. with Dauid, Pſad. xvii. 16. Sc. They: org unto 
Þ [ #he: Lord, and call on him, who. ſent from above, and tk 
1k ham, and drew them out of many waters, and delivered 
 #bem from their enemies, and brought them forth ro a large 
Face where there is liberixg. 
56. We are to be thankful for ſpiritual revivings, 
for growth in grace, and increaſe of ſpiritual ſtrength, 
for renewed quicknings in the ways of God; that 
be hath reſtored our ſouls, recovered us from our 
Ianguiſhing, hath revived us again, and made us to 
rejoice in him, Fſaim Ixxxv. 6. We are bound to 
give thanks, if there be any appearance of the re- 
viving of religion: O that we had more reaſon for 
this, in this dead day, and barren time, that we 
might ſay with the apoſtle, 2 Tyeſſ. ii. 13. Ve are 
bound to give thanks to God for you, that your faith gro- 
erh exceedingly. How: delightful an exerciſe would ir 
be! How much would: it _ the ſprings of our 
praiſe and thankſgiving to have. it to ſay, that in 
ſuch a year, in ſuch a ens and in ſuch a condition, 
in ſuch - own _ at _ 9 —— moos 
raciouſly. viſited us, when the: ſteps of our: ſtrengtng 
or mu gr and our. ates did caſt us — | 
then he removed our fears, recovered' us from our 
deadneſs, gave us new tokens of his love, and made us 
. Jorenew our ſtrengih, andto mount up as on eagles wings, to 
un and not to cueary, to wail and not to faint, Iſ. xl. 31. 
7. We are the more eſpecially to be thankful, 
when mercies, benefits, deliverances, ſupports, di- 
rections, and ſucceſſes in what we are concerned a- 
bout, come to us as anſwers of prayer. — Read for 
this, Pſal. cxxxvili. I will praiſe thee with my whole 
Riearts: I avill worſhip. towards thy temple. Why ſo? 
for the: day cuben I cried, thou anſwereafs me, and ſtrength» 
me. with ftrength in m ſoul —— Tho" { wall in 
the midftf' trouble, thow-avilt revive me, thou wilt ſtretch 
forth thine hand againſt the: wrath of mine enemies, thy 
right hand <uill ſave ine. Ihe Lord auill perfect =D 
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ehich concerneth me. Ponab ii. 3, 9. I cried by reaſol 
ef affliftion, and be heard me. I will offer unto the Lojd 
the ſacrifice of thankſoiving. Qt 3 SE og 
S8. We ought to be thankful for national merCcies, 
Alas for increaſing national fins, which it were pra- 
ber to be confeſſing and mourning over before the 
Ford. even on a day of thankſgiving ; without this, 
J aſſure you, you will not be duly affected on this 
your thankſgiving pa for national mercies ; for the 
more that our national fins are multiplied and aggra- 
vated, it is the greater wonder we are ſaved, and it 
becomes us on this day to acknowledge with Ferem- 
ah, Lam. iii. 22. That i is of the Lord's mercy that we 
are not conſumed ; that when God hath been waſting 
and vexing other nations, ſome with peſttlence, - 
thers with famine and pinching want, and ſo many 
of them with the devouring ſword, which hath been 
bathed in blood, we upon the matter have but heard 
tell of theſe evils; tho many of our countrymei 
have fallen by the ſword, we have ſitten quiet in 
our habitations, and tho' for the months of afi unna- 
tural rebellion, we were like to be in the ſame, or 
worſe circumſtances with others ; the Lord com- 
manded ſpeedy relief, and hath dealt with us, as it 
were but waging. the ſword over our heads, when it 
> hath been ſheathed in the bowels of others. Is thee 
not here much matter for praiſe and thankſgiving? 
and now, ſhould it be but for a ſeaſon, a bloody and 
expenſive war is brought to an iſſue, and at a tims, 
when the reformed intereſt in the united provinces 
of the Dutch republick, were on the brink of ruin, 
and like to be ſwallowed up by the French, who 
have been ſo long a ſcourge to their neighbours, 
and whoſe rod lies as yet ſo heavy upon the remaltns 
of the reformed in their own land. I ſay, ſhould this 
peace be but for a ſeaſon, it is a mercy, conſidering 
the then dangerous ſituation of things, and the 
ſtrength and power of our enemies, who regard ſo 
lictle the weal of their people, as to reducEthem to 
the greatelt miſeries, provided they may diſtreſs ani 
lord it over their neighbours. Is there not here pre- 
lent matter of praiſe and thankſgiving ? 
1 | 
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9. We are to be LI for mercies as à church, 


10 


and for church-deliverances. I am preſently aware 
that ſome will be ready to ſay, © Alas! whatever de- 
«. liverances. we meet n, we ſee not deliverances 
« as a church; corrupi in the church are not re- 
„ moved, laws that are hurtful to the church, are 
4 not reformed, ſuch as the patronage, and unbound- 
4 ed toleration- laws, which are more ſubſervient to 
e their purpoſes who are enemies to our civil conſti- 
ve tution, than to any good purpoſe. * I grant, that 
inſtead of being awakned to repentance and reforma- 
tion by means of mercies and judgments, people are 
ſinning, and going on in their corruptions and de- 
clinings more and more, ſo that tho' as yet we have 
Tome feſpitę from judgments, for which we ought to 
be thankful, wileſ? we repent and reform, we may ex- 
pect judgments at hand, come from what airt they 
Will, or by whatever means or inſtruments; and the 
rather may we expect ſome ſevere ſtroke of judg- 
ment, that tho' the Lord be as yet lengthning out 


our tranquillity, all ranks are rather worſe than bet- 


ter, both in their principles and their practices. I 
wiſh we could keep this in our eye, when called to 
Faſting and mourning, not to forget the goodneſs of 


God, who in the midſt of deſerved wrath remembers 


"mercy, and in the day of our thankſgiving, as this 


day, for peace, to be humbled for our many and a- | 


bounding fins, and to fear, that becauſe we have not 
'hearkened to God's commandments, therefore our 


peace ſhall not be flowing asa river, I/ xIviii.18.Yet 


Tor all theſe cauſes of deep abaſement, and reaſons of 
fear, even in this day of our thankſgiving, we have 
reaſon to be thankful for church-mercies and delive- 
rances, that ever the Lord ſent his goſpel to us when 
other nations are fitting in darkneſs ; that tho' we 
be ſo fadly declining, the Lord would try us with 
his goodneſs yet a little to ſee if we will bethink our 
{elves, ard repent and reform; and did not fuer 
(ur antichriſtian, popiſh and jacobite m phe- 
'vail, when they threatned to ſyallow us up: e Ke 
Lot to con fine our thankſgiving to our ſelves, but to 
kleſs the Lord for it, that whatever have beef e 
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good effect, to reſtoxe them as 
alas ! matters with reſp 
ſtill fo much upon the | 
him of his way, ſay ing, bade I done? yet have 


their 


under pretence of remembring our deliverance fro 


1190 


ad effects of the war to the reformed churches in 


Brabant and Dutch-PFlanders, this peace hath this 
they were; and tho 

our church eſtate, are 

and no man repente 


we reaſon to be thankful, Hat the Lord hath left us 4 


remnant to eſcape, and continues with us ſo much as 4 


. * 


nail in his holy place, Ezra iK. 8. 


% 


III. I proceed to ſhow-how the duty of thankſgiv- | 


ing for mercies and deliverances, and for our pre- 


oly place, is to be per- 


| ſent peace and peaceable enjoyment of what remain- 


eth, were it but a nail in the 
nnn | 


1. This duty of thankſpiving is not to be ſet a- 


bout after the manner the heathens worſhipped their 


gods, by plays and pompous ſhows, when people are 


_— expreſſions of civil rejoicing, let them kindle 
res, and ring their bells as they pleaſe; but 
I am ſure on a day ſe 


come not ſuch a day, yea an exceſs in theſe things, 
and drinking till wine inflame them upon a day 258 
leaſt ſer 


vil rejoicings, become not any who have the 
of mercies. How unlovely was the ring ing of our bells 


the 5th of November laſt, the preparation to the holy 
ſupper, and the tumults in our ſtreets that evening, 


* 


the popiſh plot in 1605. Had it not been more be- 


coming for parents to have been inſtructing their 
children concerning the ſolemn ſervice we were 
then engaged about ? If this be our thankſgiving, 

or if our thankſgiving-day be kept in ſuch a heath- . 
_ eniſh faſhion, we ſhall but increaſe the number of 
our provocations, for which God's anger is not yet 
turned away, notwithſtanding all thc peace and ſe- 


. 


curity we promiſe to ourſelves. > | 

2. Let us not give thanks by the heap, but dif- 
tinctly acknowledge God's mercies in all caſes; par 
ticulars are moſt affecting: let us acknowledge his 


patience in bearing with us, his goodneſy in hearing 


us, his giving and forgiving us, his keeping us from 


t apart for thankſgiving to the 
Lord for mercies and deliverances, theſe things be- 


+ 
* A 
_ -* a d 
7 Ko A ny 8 F * 
* P oy 

3 

* 

. . 
1 , 
* q 1 
_ : 2 2 Rs 


8 | 2 4 
dangers, and in dangers, and delivering us from 
= them; what ſupplies and ſupports we have had, how 
1 often, and how ſeaſonably he hath interpoſed in 
our behalf, either in publlgek or private, national or 
| perſonal reſpects, as a ſtate or as a church. | 
i 3. Let us trace all our bleſſings and benefits, all 
our merciesanddeliverances to the fountain of them, 
* the love and goodneſs of God, Pſalm cxxxviii 2. I 
1 8 will praiſe thy name for thy loving kindneſs and truth. 
| If we do not thankfully Pegs, Pp God in all, and 
| | . Tee all coming from God, our peace and all our mer- 


* 


cies, may be in anger, Hoſ. xiii. 11. I gave them a king 
in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath. He 
| gave the //rae/ites meat for their luſt, Pſalm Ixxviii. 29. 
30. O what a ſpring of joy and thankſgiving, when 
1 in love God hath delivered us, //a. xxxviii. 17. I 
Li wiſh the peace for which we are called this day to 
1 give thanks, may be in love. . 
ö 4. Compare yourſelves with others, who have not 
your advantages, think on the perſecuted ſtate of the 
m proteſtants in the ſouth of France; how glad would 
41 they be of a ſmall ſhare of our freedom and liberty. 
4 God hath not dealt with every people as with us. 
Think on the perſecuted ſtate of the proteſtants in 
Hungary, from whom of late months, no leſs than 
one hundred and five churches have been taken: 
what ſecurity could we have had in the promiſes of 
a popiſh pretender for our religion and liberty, 
if the rebels had ſucceeded ? One might have 
thought the Empreſs Queen, who of late yeafs 
ſtood ſo much in need of her proteſtant ſubjects, 
would not have ſo ſoon forgot their good ſervices, 
nor looked over the mediation of two proteſtant pow- 
ers ; but it may ſuffice to ſolye the difficulty, that 
The is a papiſt, and proteſtants are not to expect bet- 
ter uſage from popith rulers, (whether the 23 
der, the houſes of Auſtria or Bourbon) unleſs when 
In extremity they need their help). SEEN 
5 Tho'itis not with us as to the ſtate of things, 
as it might be deſired, let not this hinder thankſgiv- 
ing, but conſider our unworthineſs, ſaying with 
Jacob, Cen. xxxii. 10. { am not worthy of the teaſt of 5 
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Be mercles, and of all the truth thou baſt ſrewed unto 
ho 


ze, and with David, 2 Sam. vii 18. ho am I, Lord? 
and what is my bouſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto? 
We are eager for mercies and bleſſings, but when 
we have them, we are barren in praiſe. 

6. Satisfy yourſelves with, no praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, bur What leaves the impreſſion of real effects 
upon heart and life, Pſal. I. 23. He who offereth praiſe 
glorifieth God, and to him who ordereth his converſation 
aright ill be ſhown the ſalvation of God. Alas, not- 


withſtanding of all the ſignal mercies beſtowed on | 


us, and deliverances wrought for us, how little of 
practical thankſgiving is there with us ? Profeſſions 

of thankſgiving without this, are but a mocking of 
God How odious among upright men, is a man we 
call fair-faſhioned, who will make many and ſolemn 
proteſtations of love and friendſhip, but if yon were 


to put him to it, no man ſhould be found lefs your. . 


friend? How odious muſt they be in the fight of 


God, who profeſs thankfulneſs for the goodneſs of 
God to them, but put them to ſhew it in their lives 
and converſations, any thing is regarded more by 
them, than God, and their duty to him? When Da- 
rid puts the queſtion, P/al. cxvi. 12. What he ſhould 
reader to the Lord for his benefits, What was his 


purpoſe ? How was he to expreſs his thankſgiving ? 
V. 9. I Hill aualk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
When Erxra is reflecting upon what God had done 


for his people, how doth he expreſs his thankſgiv- 
ing, Era is, 14. After thou haſt given us ſuch a delive- 
rance as this, ſhall wwe again break thy commandments ? 
Read the books of Judges, Kings and Chronicles, and 
you will fee that when the Lord's peculiar people 


made a right improvement of the favourable inter- 
poſitions of providence, they promoted religion and 
reformation ; but alas, we of this generation are 
outſhone by a wicked Abab, who when he heard 


what was to come on his houſe for his abominations, 
lay in ſackcloth, humbled himſelf, and <valked ſoftly, t 
Kings xxi. 17, &c. for which the Lord ſuſpended . 


the judgment. God hath given us both mercy and 
judgment to fing of, and now, whateyer may be the 
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Period of it's duration, hath given peace; and this 
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Cay we profeſs thankſgiving, as we did about three 


continue till wine inflame them 


1 


years ago for our deliverance from a wicked and un- 
natural rebellion, in favours of a popiſh pretender; 


but what hath been, or now is, the fruit of our 
thankſgiving? Are people mak ing conſcience of per- 


ſonal reformation and holineſs? Are they walking 
humbly and ſoftly before God, ſtudying in all things 
to adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour? While 
we have peace after a waſting war, are people im- 


proving their goſpel ſeaſons for making peace with 


God : Are they ſtudying to cultivate peace, friend-' 
thip and chriſtian love with one another? Is family 
religion reviving, or is it not rather quite dying a- 
way ? Are not parents more careful to train up their 
children in luxury and vanity, than the knowledge 


and fear of God ? What reaſon have we to be afrald ; 
of a day of the Lord's fury upon the families that 


call not on his name? Jer. x. 25. Who ſend forth their 


little, ones like a flock, and their children dance, they tale 


the timbrel and harp, they rejoice at the ſound of the or- 


gan, they ſpend their days in wealth, and ſay to the Al- 


mighty, depart from us, cue defire not the knowledge of thy 
gays. Jeb xxi. 11. &c. They follow ſtrong drink and 

| the harp and the vi- 
pl, the tabret and pipe, and wine are in their feaſts, but 


they regard not the work of the Lord, nor conſider the ope- 
gation of his hand, 1ſa. v. 12. Are men in publick of- 


fees making judgment run down as waters, and righ- 
teouſneſs like a mighty ſtream ? Or hath not the 
Lord reaſon to complain, and ſay, as Am. v. 23. Take 


away the noiſe of your ſongs, for I hate the melody of your 
&tols. 
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For all that God hath done to us, and for us 
of late years, is there any motion for reforming laws 
truly hurtful to the church, and the intereſt of re- 
ligion ? Where are the men almoſt to be found, 
viho are executing the laws againſt vice and immo- 
rality ? Therefore we ſee ſabbath-breaking, curling 
ſwearing, and night-drinking ſo much prevailing 3; . 
and no wonder, when in the night ſeaſon promiſcu- 
ous multitudes of men and women are countenanced . 
zu their balls, aſſemblies, and muſical concerts, and 
paat by them who ſhould diſcountenance and ea 
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them. Altho' we are but ſo lately delivered fro 
the attempts of a popiſh and jacobite fact ion, an 
dur church eſtate in reſpect of outward liberty 
yet continued with us, is there any attempt of refot- 
ming what is wrong and ſo much out of courſe 
in the church? Do not the complaints run high, 
and on the juſteſt grounds, that inſtead of purging 
the church of a looſe and erroneous miniſtry, theſe 
are prevailing, and poor people in many places are 
at a loſs whom to hear, or with whom to join, and 
many are driven to ſad extremes; ſo that for all the 
peace and liberty we enjoy, we are ruining ourſelves 
with both hands? What ſhall the end of theſe things 
be? O that the Lord were pouring out on paſtors 
and people, a ſpirit of repentance and reformation, 


this would be the trueſt thankſgiving for our 'mer=- 


cies and deliverances. Tho' the Lord in his provi- 


dence for ſixty years, hath from time to time been 


confounding the projects, ſubduing the rebellions, 


detecting the conſpiracies of a popiſh and jacobite 


arty, and notwithſtanding all the indulgence they 
Ta met with, I think, they continue to increaſe, 
and the more tenderly they are dealt with, the more 
malignant they become, and would carry ĩt to others, 
who are not under their infatuation, as it they were 

lords of the land, and the true ſubjects of a proteſ 
tant king, owed an apology to them for any needful 
and reaſonable oppoſition made to their way. Time 
would fail me in drawing this ſubject but to a little 
of the length it could bear. But᷑ till all ranks re- 
pent and reform, and in their ſeveral offices and ſta- 
tions, do their part, in vain pretend we to be thanl- 
ful for mercies and deliverances ; and we but be- 
guile ourſelves, if we think that we ſhall have A 
continued peace, while our provocations and aboml- 
nations are ſo many. Sorry am I there ſhould be 


ground for ſaying, that few places are running faſt- 


er into atheiſm and wickedneſs, profaneneſs and ir- 
religion, than this city, ho draw iniquity with" cords 
of vanity, and ſin as with a cart rope, 1ſa. v. 18. And 


to crown all our guiltineſſes, a dead and Gallio frame 


of ſpirit, caring for none of thoſe things, prevails 
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46; th es 
with them, who have the appearance. of - { me good - 
thing towards the Lord. | 


49. I proceed briefly to ſhew you, what benefit 
ariſeth from the duty of praiſe and thankſgiving to 
God, for his henefits to us, for mercies. and delive- 
rances. | 
1. It kee 
which wank 


eth up an intercourſe betweenus and God, 
d be interrupted, if we did not acknow- 


| ledge him, when we have what we fought; God will 


not endure that we turn our backs upon him, when our 
turn 1s ſerved, Ezek. xlvi. . By the laws of £z:{je/'s 
temple, the worſhippers were required to go in at 


one door, and gp out at another, that none of them, 


inetheir coming or going, might turn their backs on 
the mercy-ſeat. Prayer and praiſe, ſtill keep up a 
.communion and familiarity with God, that ſtil] there 
may bea commerce berween us and him, by asking all 
things, and taking all things out of his hands, Heb, 
xiii 15. By Jeſus therefore, let us offer the ſacrifice of 
praiſe continually, that is the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks unto his name. | | | 
2. Thankſgiving continueth a ſucceſſion of mer- 
cies, the more thankful we are for them, the more 


they are increaſed, Pf, Ixvii. 5. 6. Let the pecple praiſe 


. «thee, O Lord, let all the pecfle praiſe thee : then ſpall the 
earth yield her increaſe, and God, even our God ſhall bleſs 


15, ; 
3. In thankſgiving, grace is acted and promoted. 
1. Faith is acted, when we ſee and own the inviſible 
hand from which alone mercies come, 1 Chron xxix. 
14. All things come of thee, and of thine caun have cue gi- 
ven thee. Stupid and carval hearts look to the 
next hand, and do not conſider, that Gcd gave them 
- their corn, <vine and oil, Hoſ. 2:8, 2. Love is ated ; 
love openeth our mouths that we may praiſe God with 
- Joyful Tips, Pſ. cxvi. 1: 2. When the heart is full with 
a ſenſe of God's goodneſs, the tongue cannot be ſi- 
lent; ſelf love will put us to prayer, but the love of 
God to praiſe. 3. Hope is acted ; when we give 
thanks to God for the very grant, for the promiſe, 
for the preparations, with the greater- aſſurance we 
expect what remaineth, as Abraham, Gen. 1 5 


built an altar to the Lord in the land of Canatn; 
when he had not a foot of ground in the country. 4. 


ts Sean. r A. at th Ms AE tin et revel, 


Fralle and thankſgiving do we owe him; we have 
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Humility is acted ;, the humble ſoul is moſt delight- 
ed in the praiſe of God, the proud ſoul in it's own 
praiſe, Hab. i. 16. They ſacrifice to their own net; and 
burn incenſe to their oxvn. drag, while the humble ſoul 
ſacrifices to God ; they deprive God of his honor, 
and exalt any thing rather than the author of their 
happineſs ; they aſcribe all ro themſelves ; whereas 
the humble foul acknowledges bimſelf unworthy of 
the leaſt of God's mercies, Gen. xxxii. 10. God 
will never be exalted by us, till we be hambled and 
abaſed. . | Logs ROI Hf SW} 
4. Thankſgiving preventeth many fins. As, 1. Hard- 
neſs. of heart, and ſecurity in the enjoyment of the 
mercies and bleſſings, which God hath beftowed on 
us, which prevails againſt them who are not thank- 
ful. 2 It ſuppreſſeth murmuring, quarrelling, and 


diſcontent, which makes us entertain croſſes with an- 


ger. and bleſſings with diſdain ; whereas the'thank- 
ul heart will ſay, as Job 11. 10. Shall eve receive good 
#hings at tbe hand of God, and ſhall we not receive evil 
ai? Thankſgiving influenceth to a ſubmiſſion to 
God's diſpoſing will. 3. It prevents diſtruſt and car- 
king care: this remedy is preſcribed by the apoſtle, 
Phil. iv. 6. Be careful for nothing, but in every thing by 


prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving let your re- 


gueſts be made knixvn to God. When we acknowledge 
with thankſgiving what God hath done for us, it pre- 
vents diſtruſt, P/ Ixxvii. 10 11. I ſaid, this is my in- 
Frmiiy, but I <vill remember the years of the right” hand 


f the moſs high; I vill remember the <vorks of the Lord, 


ſurely I vill remember thy 'qvonders of old. Wien we 
can bleſs God for favours already received, We will 
not doubt of his goodneſs for the future, but quietly 
compoſe ourſelves to wait for the good end of the 
Lord. 4 It cureth ſpiritual pride ; to confider who 
muſt be owned and praiſed for all the good that is in 
us, 1 Cor. iv. 7. I ho maketh thee to differ from another ? 
Sec. The more we have, the more we are indebred 
to grace: the more we receive from God, the more 


all 


n 1 wa. > —— — 
> _ 
n & . tute <5 F * 
— 4 5 1 bo 
| . _ 
* > _—  — —  — 
— W ͤ x N 8 8 
— 
* 
* 


22 


all from God, and for God, and not 
our own glory and oftentation + God will be angry, 
if we rob him of his glory, Herod was ſmitten be- 
cauſe he gave not God the glory, Act, xii. 23. O 
therefore, let us be more abundant in thankſgiving: 
and praiſe to God, who is goods whoſe mercy endureth 
for ever, who hath been our Saviour, who hath done 


_ Joice, and give honor to him. 


for ourſelves; 


great things for us, for which, let us be glad and re- 


Ihe ſecond doctrinal head is to ſhew, That in 
God's providence, rightly conſidered, in the worſt 
of times, we ſhall find much more reaſon to give 
t aanks than to complain. 135 
Our God is good, and his mercy endureth for ever, 
and this is a remaining and abiding ground of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, tho it be not with us, as might be 
deſired, it is of the Lord's mercy, that we are not 
conſumed, it is becauſe his compaſſions fail not, Lam. 
iii. 22. This. I may. ſhow you in the various views 
we may take of our caſe. as 

1. Should the caſe be, that we have not the bleſ- 
ſings we ſeek and pray for, yet we are to give thanks 


* 


- becauſe God hath ſometimes been intreated, and our 


hopes may be raiſed, that a good and merciful God 
who hath been favorable to us, will be it yet again, 
80 xliit. 5. Hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 


2. Should the caſe be, that God hath taken away 
mercies and benefits from us, yet are we tobe thank- 
ful, that ever we had them, that they were continu- 
ed with us ſo long ; former experiences muſt not be 
forgotten, if he ſhall afterward afflict us, yet hitherto 
hath he helped, 1 Sam. vii. 12. If he take away life, 
it is amercy he ſpared us ſo long, for his ſervice and 


glory 


7 


3. Should the caſe be, that tempora 


: if he take away liberty, it is a mercy we en- 
poyed it ſo long. If he bring upon us judgments, it is 
a mercy he reſpited them fo long. 


1 afliQions and 


calamities lie upon us, yet God is to be praiſed for 
choice mercies and valuable bleſſings, tho' the out- 
ward man ſhould decay, yet if our inward be renew 


ed; cho our temporal eſtate ſhould be low and ſtrait- 


ning 5 
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ning, yet if the inward be inlarged ; tho“ our natioti 
ſhould be in many difficulties, we remain yet a free 
people; tho' our church eſtate be languiſhing, and 
the glory ſo much departed, we have reaſon of thankſ- 
giving, that the candleſtick is not quite removed. 


4. Whatever may be the evils that have befallen | 
us, whether perſonally, and in our private capacities; 


or publickly, either as a church, or as a ſtate, yet 
we have reaſon of thankſgiving, that we have to do 
with a God, who ſees our ways, and can heal them, 
who can bring good out of evil; and one contrary 
gut of another, and can make all things work together 
for our good, Rom. viii. 28. and many times by theſe 
very means by which men deſign to ruin his church 
and people, promotes the kind and favourable ends 
of his providence towards them. | | 1 77 
5. Take all the evils that have befallen us in the 
worſt notion, there is yet reaſon of thankſgiving, as 
long as we are out of hell, and to acknowledge, that 
the Lord hath puniſhed us far leſs than our fins have 
deſerved, Ezra ix. 1 $. After all that is come upon US for 
gur evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſſes, ſeeing that 
Ho our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities de- 
ſerve. | ; 3 5 | 
Now it is proper, that upon this head, I anſwer 
the complaints of thoſe who are not fatisfied with 
the reaſon of our preſent thankſgiving, namely, that 
God hath brought forth to us peace, whatever may 
be the period of it's duration, after a deſtructive 
dangerous and expenſive war. | 5 


ITho' ſome complain of the unſucceſsfulneſs of the 


war, have we not cauſe of thankſgiving for the peace? 


And the more, that God in his providence, hath, at 


leaſt for a ſeaſon, diſengaged us from an unſucceſs- 


ful and expenſive war, and hath not ſuffered the fiery * 


nation to ſwallow us. up? But cho' the war hath not 
nad all the deſired effects, it hath not been fo un- 
ſucceſsful, fince, tho' our enemies prevailed at land, 


yet have they been dreadfully reduced at ſea, and ſo 
fore vroken in their trade and buſineſs, as to be fond 


_ £9 liſten to terms of peace, 


« , . » FE — +4 
— ” 8 
. 


— 


7 - * F F * Me * 5 
e ule | - n 2 
4 1 2 . EFF. . ALON eStore ot p Eg Cons aſt dl Yi bk 
- „ - N 
A 3 — r A W — ps. „ 929 os 1 4 Me 1 R ” PY 3 
3 1 
5 — A "nt * x W 2 4 * 22 Cary PER] mY _— 
: ö od - 8 go - — aw +. > —_— — * ** Ru - —— ae oye —V—-— £ * . 


. 


| 20 3 > 

F others complain of the national expence and 
debt contracted by an unſucceſsful 'war,we have rea- 
fon of thankſgiving, that in the Kindneſs of ' provi- 
dence, a ſtop 1s at preſent put to that expence, and a 
door 1s opened for the flouriſhing of trade and com- 


merce, as in former times of peace: before I leave 


this, let me remark, that none are ſo ready to com- 
plain of the national debt and expence of the war, as 
they who contributed moſt for the increaſe thereof, 
by an unnatural rebellion, at a time, when our men 
and money might have been ſucceſsfully employed a- 
Salt our common enemy; on theſe vipers in our 

oſom, lieth much of the blame of the ftraits to 
which we have been reduced. Have we not then 
canſe of thankſgiving, that after all our fightings 


without, and fears within, God hath yet for a ſeaſon 


reſtored and lengthened out our tranquillity ? i 
Others would alledge, that the preſent peace is not 
ſs honourable and ad vantagious, or not more fo, than 


the peace of Cirecht ſettled in the year 171 3, of which 


ſe many in the ſtate did complain, and, for which 
ſundry miniſters would not keep a day of thankſgi- 
ving, and they who met with their congregations 
that day, rather bew ailed that peace in the terms and 
intent of it, than rejoiced in ſuch an event. Where 
then the reaſon of thankſgiving, when it is not upon 
better, but rather worſe terms than that? A 

- Anſever. What tho' the terms of the preſent peace 
ſhould not be more honourable and advantagious 
than the peace of Utrecht, with which the ſtate in a 
proper time ſhewed their diſſatisfaction, and mini- 
ſters in the church kept the thankſgiving for it ra- 
ther as a day of faſting, and ſome kept it not at all ? 
What tho' ſome things in the preſenr peace, be leſs 
advantagious than in that of Cerecht, or not more ho- 


nourable than in that of Uerecht? as for inſtance, by 


the peace of Utrecht, all the fortifications of Dunkirk, 
both on the ſea and land fide, were to be demoliſhed; 
by this peace, thoſe. only on the ſea fide, that on the 
land fide to remain, What, tho' now we confirm 
that article in the Utrecht treaty, that a branch of the 
Hohle of Bourbon hold the Saniſo monarchy, tho' u- 


ory FT 


% 


France, and this was J 


pon condition of being forever kept diſtin& front 
tl 


y complained of in the C- 


recht treaty, as a giving up with all the reaſons of 
the war preceeding it. It will not follow, that we 
have not reaſons of thankſgiving for this peace, un- 


leſs it could appear, that we had the ſame advantages. 
now, as then, and had concluded this peace with .the 


fame views, with which the peace of Utrecht was con- 
cluded : in this peace, the beſt terms are made that . 
an unſucceſsful war could admit of, but the peace of 


Turecht gave up with all the advantages we might 


have reaped from a ſucceſsful war, when France 
might have been ſo reduced as not to have been able 
to this day, to have diſturbed their neighbours as 


they have done: the 7752 of Utrecht was framed 


for uſhering in a popiſh pretender, which was nigh” 
the execution, at Queen Anns death, and no wonder 


that miniſters grudged to keep a thankſgiving for a 


peace promotive of ſuch an intereſt ; but I hope it 
cannot be thought, that there can poſhbly be any 
ſuch views in the preſent peace, but rather the con- 
trary, and therefore, oO, 
There are many amorig us, to whom this peace is 
grievous, expecting that a continuation of the war, 
and the ſacceſs of the French, would bring about 
ſomething in favours of their popiſfy pretender. To 
inch I believe, this is rather a day of mourning, than 
of thankſgiving ; therefore let it not be leſs matter 
of thankſgiving and joy to us, that the enemies” of a; 
proteſtant cauſe are mourning for it: but why L 
mourning? I ſhould rather. have ſaid murmurin bor 
mourning in a religious way, they ſeem greatly ſtran- 
gers to how ever much they fret and murmur: for what 
have ſaid of their being enemies to a proteſtant cauſe,” 
their courſe and conduct proves it. Had a ſtranger 
come among them, and obferved their joy at the ſur- 
render of Maeſtricht, and ſurprize of Bergen-op- Zoom, 
or at what ad Vantage the French had at the bloody 
battle of Vall, or had found any of their preachers 
Slving thanks for that victory of the French, he 
would without further enquiry, have conelided ſuch 
People to be papiſts and not proteitants. Ih a werd, 
D how 


5 | ( 22 
however expenſive, deſtructive and unſucceſsful che- 

war may have been, the peace is a real affliction to a 
jcobite party, and what is diſaſtrous and diſappoin- 
ting to them in their political views, ſhould be rea- 
ſon of thankſgiving to us, tho' not attended with all 
the advantages we could have wiſhed for. Which 
brings me to 

The third doctrinal Head, which is to ſhew, Tha 
a heart deeply affected with God's providence, will 
take all occahons of giving thanks unto the Lord. 
God's mercy and goodneſs endureth for ever, and 
therefore, we are to be ever praiſing him, and are 
to lay hold on all occaſions of thankſgiving. For 
1. Our whole life ſhon}d be a. real expreſſion of 

thankfulneſs to God: the life of a chriſtian ſhould be 
a life of love and praiſe, an hymn to God, 1 Pet. it. 
9. They are a choſen generation, &c. to ſhew forth the 
praiſes of him <vho hath called them frem darkneſs to his 
marvellcus light. Chriſtianity is a confeſſion, the vi- 
fible acting of godlineſs is a part of this confeſſion. +: 
2. There are ſpecial occaſions of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving to God, as the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to 
preach, 2 Jim. iv. 2. In ſeaſon, and cut of ſeaſen, not 
only take ordinary, but extraordinary occations. Be- 
'fides the common mereies of life, we have ſpecial 
and particular mercies, and. kind interpoſitions of 

rovidence, either in granting us ſome. bleſſings, or 
in delivering us from ſome diſtreſs,.to be thank ful 
for : we can never want occaſions and reaſons of 
thankſgiving to God, cho is good, <uhoſe mercy endureth 
for ever. For, | | | Ts | 5 
3. God is continually beneficial to us, bleſſing and 
delivering his people every day, and by new mercies 
gives new matter of praiſe and thankſgiving ; and 
there are ſome landing mercies, which ſhould never 
be forgotten, but remembred before God every day, 
as our redemption by Chriſt, ard all the bleſſings fol- 
low ing thereupon ; therefore the goſpel church 1s 
repreſented by four beaſts, and tævenij four elcers, who 
reſt not day ror night, ſaying, Holy, holy, boly Lord God 
Almighty, Rev. iv. 8. This is ipoken to ſhew what 
conſtant matter there is of praiſin g and giving en 
| | | 3 
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e to God. David faith, P/ Ixxi. 8. Let my, mouth be fl 

a led avith thy praiſes and with thine Lonor all the day long. 

— There is no moment of time, wherein we have not 

- -þ reaſon of giving thanks unto-God. 5 

1 4. Tho we cannot always be in the actual expreſ- 

n ſions of praiſe and thankſgiving; we are without in- 

6 termiſſion to cheriſn the diſpoſition of heart, which 1s 

it .neceſlary for it, tho' the ſacrifice be not always of- 

Ji feripg, the fire ſhould be ever burning, the hab 

l. of thankfulneſs, a heart deeply affected with the 

d goodneſs and mercy of God, is to be maintained. 

e The preparation or diſſ oſition of heart, 15 more or 

| lef at times, for ſpecial mercies do enliven the heart, 

"> but ſome meaſure of a thankful diſpoſition, or beat 

© and inclination of heart muſt never be wanting. 

:. 5. We are to keep a conſtant courſe and certain 

e order of worſhipping, and praiſmg God, both in pub- 

* lic and private. In ſcripture they are ſaid to do a ung 

b- always, who do it upon ſtated occaſions, as #ephiboſber 

” did continually eat a David's table; 2 Sam ix. 13. not 

fre asalways eating, but at eating times, and be 

0 are ſaid, Luke xxiv. 53. To be continually in the temple, 

Ot -praiſing and blaſſing God, that is, at the appointed times 

— of worſkip ; ſo we are to keep certain ſtared times 

al for praiſing and bleſſing God, P/. xcit. 1. It js good to 

of give thanks unto the Lerd, ard to give praiſe to the name 

c the moſt high + we are to let no proper opportuni- 

ol ty paſs, for his mercies are new every moment, Lam. 

of 111. 21. He daily loads us with his benefits, P,. Ixvili. 19. 

th therefore, as God's hand is ever open to bleſs and 
beſtow, our hearts ſhould be ever enlarged, and our 

14 mouths open to praiſe and give thanks. Alas, how 

es lictle of this frame and exerciſe-is with us, notwirh= 

1d ſtanding of all the mercies God beſtoweth on us, and 

er deliverances'he hath wrought for us? And tho: up- 

* on ſpecial events of providence, when he hath deaft 

* with us to our need, or delivered us from ſome par- 

is ldtcular trouble or diſtreſs we may be ſomewhat af- 

ho lected with a thankful ſenſe of his goodneſs; of how 

od ſnort a continuance is our thankfulneis? We are like 

at the Iſcaelites in the text, who forgat God their Saviour, 

s Wo had done great things in the land of Enypt, and con- 


diu 


* 
» 


* 7% 
NG 


Or — 


2 * 
. 


Sous things in the land of Ham, and terrible thin ", 
dead ſea, provoking the Lord to ſay, that br:avomld ds -| 
ie them, or as v. 13. tho, they were before ſingiug 
his praiſe, they ſoon forgat his works, and 40 aited not. fur | 
Eis connfel.. Which brings me to + 8 
The fourth doctrinal head, which is toſhew, Thats 
IMercies and deliverances -perfonah or national, pul» 30 
Ic or private, if neglected, Aighted,6r.got duly im 
Proven, are fore-runners.of heavy ſtrokes...  Þ 
Therefore God ſaid, that he would deſtroy his 
people, becauſe they forgat their Saviour, and the 
.great hangs he had done to them, and for them: © 
Upon this head, for the proof and confirmation o 
it, and for our inſtruction and conviction, it might 
be proper to lay before you ſome of theſe remark- 
able neglects, ſlighrings, and miſimprovements of 
mercies and dehverances, which are ore-runners of ny 
heavy ſtrokes, even from the Lord, who is good, and ©: 
Thoſe mercy endureth for ever. But as there is no time 
for this at preſent, I pray God, that you and I be 
preſerved from all ſuch neglects, ſlightings, and miſ- 
improvements, and that I be miſtaken in my fear, that 
days of national fafting are not far off, notwithſtand- 
ing of our preſent gladneſs, when thoſe evils, if e- 
ver laid before you may be more. attended to, than 
at preſent, notwithſtanding of all our preſent prafeſ- 
Ted thankſgiving, I ſhall not give the reaſons of m/ 
fear this way, tho I might do it from the unſettlet 
| appearances of things as yet in Europe, but my fear 
ariſeth from a more certain ground, our ſins, ane 
that we are not yet humbled nor reformed, and If 
we may argue from our abounding provocarions, 
notwithſtanding of the preſent peace, for which we 
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Nould be highly. thankful, theſe words have athreat= 
ning ſound in mine ears, 2 Rings ix. 22. Ii hat haſt 
bens to do with peace, while thy cuboredoms are ſo mam 
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